
Report by Karan Chauhan, Permanent Student Representative 

August 2, 2017 

 

 Good morning members of the board. Today I would like to report on a 

career preparation and educational program that I came across during a student 

council conference. At the National Association of Student Council’s conference in 

New Hampshire, I attended a seminar run by the BIGS Foundation. The book, The 

Bigs: The Secrets You Need to Know to Succeed Beyond High School, written by 

entrepreneur and Wall Street CEO Ben Carpenter, eventually has developed into a 

full-fledged educational program for high-school students to gain and learn the 

necessary skills for exploring careers, finding internships and jobs, starting a 

business, being a leader, and living a happy life.  

 The foundation’s mission statement is to help students 

 Find internships and jobs and stand out as an employee 

 Set up informational interviews and convert them into job opportunities 

 Land a great job in an extremely competitive job market 

 Develop leadership and show initiative that will result in a promotion 

 Achieve happiness and have fun while working hard to achieve hopes and 

dreams. 

This program has been implemented in many high schools in Connecticut and 

New York, and presentations have been held in numerous universities as well. 

Generally, a seminar is run in an assembly format with a video and presentation 

followed by a question and answer session. Then, the school is provided with free 

eBook copies of Ben Carpenter’s books in addition to free lesson plans that 



highlight certain sections in the book. Often, these lesson plans supplement certain 

classes in the day. 

Now comes why I bring this program up and why it is so important to me as 

a student. During lessons, many of my peers and myself will ask ourselves: when 

will use any of this in real life? We seem to be learning so much about our history 

and literature, but when we take time to reflect, not many of us know how to set up 

an interview, what we will be doing in the future, how our potential college major 

will stack up in the competitive job market, and what colleges or companies are 

looking for in our resume. In our curriculum, we have mandatory courses that 

prepare us for the real world, such as personal finance classes to bring us to a 

certain level of financial literacy. In the same way, I believe it is important to the 

success of high-school students to be aware of what it takes succeed in the 

workplace prior to graduating high-school and entering college or the workplace. 

Lessons in areas such as having a plan for resume building with internships 

throughout college and high school, setting up informational interviews, 

performing well in interviews, networking to find exciting opportunities, starting a 

business, being a leader and taking initiative, staying out of trouble, and being 

happy and professionally successful are extremely important, and working these 

lessons into a curriculum would benefit every type of student. 


